
 
             Praying with Duane     November 12, 2022 

My Praying Partners, 

God continues to work through me as I speak Spanish.  He led me to 
Mexicali, Mexico to preach on Sunday, October 30. I preached two times at 
the 46th year anniversary of the Iglesia Bautista Esperanza. 

Back in the 80’s pastor Jose Gutierrez was already preaching when he and 
his wife, Gloria trained at the IBL, full time four days a week for three 
years.  Betty and I were teachers and were blessed by them as we studied. 

 I had not entered Mexico for almost 3 years. As the Covid crisis seems to 
have lessened  I felt free to go and desire to go again soon. 

It was a joy to spend two hours with Antonio and Yoya Agundes, the Pastor 
and Director of the Instituto Biblico Logos. I also spent quality time with 
Pastor Andres and Hilda Agundez, folk who are very precious to me.  Betty 
and I spent many hours with these four in earlier days of ministry. 

Monday evening I briefly visited six classes at the Instituto. Then I joined 
the Pastors Class. (The classes are scheduled from 6 to 8 pm.) At about 7 
p.m. the leader looked at his watch and said, “Let us take a break and have 
some hot chocolate”. (News to me, but I had not been there in three years.) 

I was first to enter the main salon, classroom. There were 65 people in the 
room gathered around the edges. (I learned later they had dismissed ALL 
classes before 7 pm.) Antonio led me across the room to stand by a BIG 
cake. The cake had printed in big letters: DUANE Feliz Cumpleanos. It was 
36 by 22 by 4 inches. The inner layers were 2 inches of vanilla, a half inch 
of something soft and 2 inches of chocolate topped by thick frosting. 

Emma, the secretary, stepped forward and lit a smoking, flashing display. 
The entire group broke into loud singing: Feliz Cumpleanos. It was a 
marvelous surprise! Please believe what I am writing. I was speechless! 

Our son, Seth said I must share this. So, you got it! Thanks for your love. 
My 90th birthday is November 26, so My Mexican family celebrated early. 

Sent with my love and prayers,   

Duane Kepner  

 


