
Praying with Duane   November 23, 2020, 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 

Praying for Linda news comes first to you.  Her husband, Gil, is home from 
surgery and improving slowly and steadily. He says he is now a Christian; 
so, pray daily for him and for Linda. They are in their “sixties”. 

As of September 9, I have been actively on the “Mission Field” for sixty 
years. Betty was 3 years and 8 months less as we served together. With 
this letter I’ll briefly overview a bit of those years and some early history. All 
this is cause for thanksgiving.  Many have been with us the entire time. 

Betty Wilson was born June 30, 1932. Duane Kepner was born Nov. 26, 
1932.  On about June 20, ’42 Betty trusted Christ at a VBS at WSBC, West 
Somerset Baptist Church.  On August 2, ’44 Duane trusted Christ at NBC, 
Niagara Bible Conference, Boys Camp.  Both felt called to be missionaries. 

We graduated from Barker Central School, in 1950. Betty studied at Doyle 
Beauty School, then went on to Providence Bible Institute studying Bible. 
Duane studied Bible at BJU, Bob Jones University.  Betty and Duane were 
in and out of the County Jail during the summer of 1952 (ministering). 

On August 26, 1952 we married at WSBC and then went to DBI, Dallas 
Bible Institute, for a year of Bible.  Naturally we ministered as students 
preparing for missionary service. Seth David was born in Dallas, Texas. 

1953-56 we were at BJU where Duane earned a BA in Bible. Naomi Beth 
was born in Lockport, NY in 1954.  Duane taught fifth grade in Wyoming, 
MI and earned an MA at MSU, Michigan State University. Aimee Suzanne 
was born in Grand Rapids, MI. Naturally we ministered during this times. 

We formally entered missionary service under the MGF, Missionary Gospel 
Fellowship on September 9, 1959.  The ministry was to migratory farm 
workers, both English and Spanish speakers. Our home was the “Clinic 
Building” in the Somerton, AZ. Farm labor Camp. Our ministry there was 
fruitful in both languages.  Rebecca Leah (Becky) was born in Yuma, AZ. 

God directed us to arduously learn Spanish at the RGBI, Rio Grande Bible 
Institute, in south Texas. He sent us to Indio, CA.  Betty ministered with 
Donna Cook in the Labor Camp and Duane worked with Mexican braceros. 

We served three years in Indio. Then God redirected us to Nogales, AZ to 
work on loan to PALM, the Pan American Literature Mission.  We used 
Spanish correspondence courses to reach Mexicans, and some others. 



By 1967 God moved us to work in Baja California, Mexico with YUGO, 
Youth Unlimited Gospel Outreach. Over a 40 year period thousands of 
American and Canadian youth and adults ministered in the Mexicali Valley 
during Easter and Christmas vacations, as they taught Evangelism and 
about Jesus Christ, our Lord, to Mexicans in many villages. 

While our children grew “up” and left to Biola College,  Duane taught  in 
Mexico with Mexican men. By 1980 Betty became more free to work in 
Mexico.  Our ministry expanded as Mexicans grew in Christ. 

 In 1983 our Mexican leaders in the small town of Ejido Tamaulipas felt the 
need for a Bible Institute. YUGO leaders worked with us all and in 
February, 1984 the Instituto Biblico Logos, opened with 8 students. My MA 
studies in Education at Michigan State University had prepared me to 
develop the institute. The twelve Mexican Board members worked greatly. 

My philosophy stated to them was: “I will teach a course one time and then 
one of you will teach it from then on.” It worked nicely and in fourteen years 
the faculty became fully Mexican teachers.  (Busy years for Betty and me). 

Today, except for Covid closure, the IBL has a night time program with 
about 35 to 55 students each week. It is all God and the Mexican teachers, 
no “anglos.” Please pray for all our brothers. The future is “unknown.” 

In 2001 we moved to live at the CLMM, Covenant Living at Mount Miguel, 
in Spring Valley, CA, near San Diego and the Mexican border.  Until Covid, 
we went often into Baja California, Mexico, both in the Mexicali Valley and 
straight south of here in Baja California. Our ministry changed. 

Betty went to Heaven on January 9, 2017. I live alone and go as God 
leads. Counseling by phone is my main ministry.  I thank you for your 
love.  Pray for our Mexican brothers and sisters also going through Covid. 

Sent thankfully with Christ’s love, 

  

Duane Kepner      with Missionary Gospel Fellowship   Phil. 1:9 

 


